
The Honourable Minister of Mineral Resources: Mr Mosebenzi Zwane

cc The South African Human Rights Commission 

The Office of the Public Protector

7 April 2016

Dear Honourable Minister Zwane

We write in solidarity with the family and friends of Mr Sikhosiphi “Bazooka” Rhadebe and the Xolobeni
communities on the Wild Coast who, for the past 10 years, have consistently opposed titanium dune
mining by the Australian company Mineral Commodities Limited.  Mr Rhadebe served as the chairperson
of the Amadiba Crisis Committee (ACC) for 10 years until his violent murder on 22 March 2016, by two
men, posing as policemen, who shot him in the head 8 times in front of his 15 year old son when he
resisted getting into their vehicle.  

Acts of violence associated with mining and the extractive industries are on the increase in South Africa.
The deaths at Marikana and now the death of Bazooka are dark stains on the history of our country that
highlight, for all the world to see, the injustices and corruption associated with the mining industry that
ignores the rights and voices of miners and affected communities and eventually silences them.  Violence
in our country is high and we ask with concern how many more mining related murders will take place.
The government needs to implement our country’s mining and environmental  laws and abide by the
Constitution  and  the  Bill  of  Rights  by  consulting  and  listening  to  mining  affected  communities.  In
addition to the curse of coal mining, KZN is further threatened by fracking and off-shore drilling for oil -
fossil  fuel  extraction  that  the  government  has  committed  our  country  to  decreasing  by  signing
international protocols to reduce our greenhouse emissions. 

The ACC documents numerous instances of intimidation and murder, and the lack of interest shown by
the local police, who openly favour the pro-mining offenders, and fail to protect the local residents or
investigate threats, intimidation, violence and murders reported to them. 

The provocative language of Mr Mark Caruso,  the company’s director, in an email  to South African
stakeholders when he refers to “vengeance and furious anger”, in addition to the shocking social and
environmental track record of MRC, its South African subsidiary, must be thoroughly investigated.  The
local and international community requires an explanation for the grounds for allowing such an company
to continue mining on the West Coast of South Africa and be granted prospecting rights on the Wild
Coast.

The majority of Xolobeni residents are committed to protecting their traditional land which has supported
them for thousands of years and holds the bones of their elders and ancestors.  Following in the footsteps
of their forefathers, the Pondo people are fighting to protect their land, their heritage and the birthright of
their children and future generations.  Short term profits from mining bring enormous benefits to the few
elite but  leave behind a devastated,  polluted landscape unfit  for  agriculture and impoverished people
whose land and natural resources have been stolen from them to be ravaged by the mining operations.  



The Fuleni and Somkhele communities in KZN are in the same position as the Xolobeni communities.
We, together with many local, national and international NGOs committed to social and environmental
justice,  fully support  the stand of the Xolobeni  communities and the principles identified by leading
academics of Schools of Public Health in universities in the country that state:

1. Mining in any rural area, against the wishes of a large section of the community, is likely to impact
negatively on the ability of residents to continue their agricultural activities and improve food security
and is detrimental to the health and well-being of vulnerable rural community relying on their land for
their livelihoods.

2. Mining in eco-sensitive areas with high bio-diversity contributes to global climate change that impacts
on population health in general and more especially vulnerable rural communities.

3. Levels of violence are extremely high in South Africa and the pattern of violence that has culminated in
Mr Rhadebe’s murder is an example of the epidemic of violence, a key health and social problem in the
country that needs to be addressed.

Regarding the crisis in Xolobeni we would like to urge you, as the Minister of Mineral Resources to take
an active stand in initiating calls for:

1.  The  immediate  suspension  of  all  plans  for  the  company  to  proceed with  titanium mining  in  the
Amadiba area.

2. The company to abide by the Bill of Rights in our Constitution and to take responsibility for the violent
actions of its proxy representatives.

3. An independent enquiry by the Human Rights Commission into the string of murders related to plans
for mining and speedy arrest and successful prosecution of the killers of Mr Radebe and others related to
these events.

4. The reconsideration of plans for mining in this region, taking into consideration an environmental
impact assessment through an independent body such as the Human Rights Commission and the Public
Protector, given the potentially serious negative health, environmental and human rights impacts.

5. The murder of Mr Rhadebe has catapulted this issue onto the international stage with publicity and
opposition  emerging  in  Australia,  the  U.S,  the  UK and  elsewhere.   We urge  you  on  behalf  of  the
government of South Africa to clarify its position on this matter.

Regarding to the situation in Fuleni, where Ibutho Coal has proposed a new open cast coal mine on the
boundary of the iMfolozi Wilderness Area and in the middle of seven villages, we call for:

The application to be rejected on the grounds that from the very start, with the two prospecting licences
that were granted, the affected communities were never consulted. 

With  the  Environmental  Impact  Assessment  process  there  has  been  minimal  consultation  with  the
community.

We represent:



Mfolozi Communities Environmental Justice Organisation from Fuleni
Mpukinyoni Community Property Association from Somkhele
Mining Affected Communities United in Action (MACUA)
WoMin
Staff and students of the Centre for Civil Society, University of KwaZulu-Natal, Durba Global

Environmental Trust and Imfolozi Communities and Wilderness Alliance
- groundWork / Friends of the Earth South Africa

SDCEA 
FrackFreeSA

Yours faithfully

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Representative of the Department of Mineral Resources

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


