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8 March 2017 

Ms Jarmi Steyn 

Chief Operating Officer 

Somkhele Mine 

 

Dear Ms Steyn 

 

Expanding Somkhele Mine into the Esiyambeni community next to the iMfolozi Wilderness  

  

I am writing on behalf of the iMfolozi Community and Wilderness Alliance (ICWA) comprising 

the Mfolozi Community and Environmental Justice Organisation (MCEJO), the Mpukunyoni 

Community Property Association (MCPA), Mining Affected Communities United in Action 

(MACUA-KZN) and nine major KZN environmental/social justice and conservation NGOs, viz. 

Global Environmental Trust (GET); groundWork/Friends of the Earth, South Africa; Wilderness 

Leadership School (WLS); Wilderness Action Group (WAG); WoMin; African Conservation 

Trust (ACT); Ian Player-Magqubu Ntombela Memorial Foundation (IPMNF); Wildlife and 

Environment Society of South Africa (WESSA), and Wildlands Conservation Trust (WCT).  

 

We were shocked to receive information about plans to expand the Somkhele open cast coal 

mine virtually to the border of Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park’s wilderness area.  The first CEO, Stuart 

Comline, and all subsequent CEOs, including the previous CEO, Johan Gloy, have repeatedly 

given the assurance that Somkhele mine would not mine this area in future.  These promises 

clearly mean nothing to the current management of Tendele Coal Mining and to Petmin’s 

directors. The Somkhele communities have long complained that the mine breaks its promises 

and tells lies, and that its operations are characterized by agreements and undertakings that are 

disregarded by the next management team that appears on the scene. So breaking promises is 

clearly nothing new or unfamiliar to Tendele. 

It appears the new site will be only 500 metres from the boundary of the Wilderness area and 

will inevitably result in the deproclamation of the historic Imfolozi Wilderness area, the first 

wilderness to be declared in Africa, almost 60 years ago, through the work of Dr Ian Player. A 

5km buffer zone is the accepted standard for critical biodiversity/conservation areas, as per the 

National Mining and Biodiversity Guideline and the National Buffer Zone Strategy. Activities in 

this zone need to encompass the Duty of Care and Precautionary Principles of NEMA. The 

expansion of the mine into Esiyambeni will devastate the lives of the community, many of whom 

rely on farming for their livelihoods.   



ICWA is in possession of an extensive body of information, research and specialist reports that 

make it clear that mining in the proximity to the Wilderness area will have a devastating effect 

on HiP, the foremost employer of sustainable jobs in the area and a major income generator for 

KZN and SA. In marked contrast, fossil fuel extraction, in particular coal mining, is a major 

source of pollution and directly linked to climate change, which our economy continues to 

ignore. Externalised costs of contaminated water, air and soils, catastrophic droughts, floods, 

rising temperatures, cyclones, are borne by the public, especially vulnerable communities like 

Somkhele and future generations.  

Mining is not development. No matter how much Tendele Coal Mining, Petmin, the mining 

industry and government tries to push the notion that mining creates untold jobs for local 

communities or that the people living close to mines benefit, this is simply not true. Speak to the 

people from Machibini and Dubelenkhunzi and they will confirm what is happening elsewhere in 

Africa and around the world, that mining brings division, suffering, contamination, illness and 

death. The Somkhele mine takes away grazing and agricultural land; pollutes air and water; 

poisons the soil; splits communities apart; shatters the peace of rural living with explosions; 

cracks houses; breaks windows; brings sicknesses to old people, children and livestock; and only 

benefits already wealthy directors, shareholders, politicians, corrupt traditional leaders and 

businessmen, while it leaves the local people impoverished and their soil and water poisoned for 

many generations to come. In most cases the damage is permanent.  Even the World Bank has 

recognised that mining depletes the savings of a nation. 

The iMfolozi Community and Wilderness Alliance (ICWA) joins with Ezemvelo’s CEO, Dr 

David Mabunda, in his call to Tendele Coal Mining to abort its plans to mine at Esiyambeni.   

We trust these comments will be given the warranted consideration they deserve.  

Yours sincerely 

 

Sheila Berry 

Spokesperson for ICWA 

cc.  

Minister of Mineral Resources: Mosebenzi Joseph Zwane 

Via email:  Sibongile.Malie@dmr.gov.za 

 

Minister of Environmental Affairs: Bomo Edna Molewa 

Via email:  CNadasen@environment.gov.za 

 

Chris Wright, Environmental Officer, Somkhele Mine 
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